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WINTER 2021 Edition

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001,  TWENTY YEARS LATER

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR CATF-8 !
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Letter from the President  

Respectfully, 

Brandt Truver, President

SDFRA Members and Families,  

I hope this newsletter finds you and your families healthy and getting ready for the holidays. There 
are many great updates and stories in the following pages, so I encourage you to look and see what 
has been happening at SDFRA these past few months.  

First, a huge congratulations and thank you to our entire team but especially our Manager of 
Operations, Marisa Nunes, for all her hard work on our new claims system! We were able to launch it 
officially in June and we’ve been hearing great feedback from the membership. We hope you’ve 
been enjoying it and are getting comfortable submitting claims through the new portal. If you have 
any questions about it, feel free to reach out to our staff; they’re incredible, knowledgeable, and 
happy to assist.  
  

A few years ago, SDFRA purchased a former San Diego Fire Department Fire Engine, Apparatus #1114, a 1944 Seagrave. Our 
intention was to restore it so that it could be used for events, parades, and for funerals. However, due to many factors, we haven’t 
been able to finish that project. I’m happy to announce though that we recently took ownership of an already restored fire engine, a 
1971 Crown. The previous owner was a retired Cal Fire Engineer who took great pride in restoring it. It came equipped with 
everything we need to accomplish our above stated goals. Be on the lookout for the new rig at our upcoming events. 

And while we couldn’t host our 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb this year, we still were able to honor those who gave their lives on that day 
twenty years ago. Our Vice President, Arnell Garcia, as well as our staff and one of our greatest supporters, attended the USS 
Midway event where they read the names of the fallen. It was a great event, and we were very happy to be part of it during this 
important anniversary. To all those who gave their lives on that September morning twenty years ago, and to those who assisted in 
the rescue and recovery efforts, especially our CATF-8 members, thank you, you all are heroes.  

It’s no secret that these past few months have been another incredibly challenging time for our members. I could list all the reasons 
why, but we know them well and honestly, who wants to be reminded of them? Many of the issues are out of our control and 
therefore make them that much more frustrating. So instead, I wanted to mention something we can control, how we treat one 
another following P.R.I.D.E.: Professionalism, Respect, Integrity, Dedication, Excellence. These are our department’s values, and we 
use the acronym to help guide how we relate to the public. I’d suggest that we apply these values to our interactions with our 
brothers and sisters in the stations, to try to build people up instead of tearing them down. As always, thank you for your continued 
trust in SDFRA and our mission to care for one another and our families.  
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By: Marisa Nunes

SDFRA Update

Dear SDFRA Family,  

We’re approching the end of the year, and gearing up for the hustle and bustle of 
the holiday season. I’m very excited to share all of the exciting things that have 
happened since our last SDFRA edition. Our office has been open to the 
membeship since November 1st; please kindly wear a mask if you plan to come by 
for a visit and grab a tasty treat. After all, it’s been almost two years since we’ve seen 
you all! We’d love to see you and your families!  

Meet Angelina Kissel!  She joined the SDFRA team in October as the Claims 
Reimbursement and Member Engagement Representative. She was born and raised 
in San Diego, California. She’s worked in the hospitality industry for years, and has 
always been drawn to taking care of others. Over the years, she’s volunteered in 
different non-profit organizations for youth and teens facing hardships. In her spare 
time, Angelina is also a makeup artist and a full-time mom to her handsome little 
boy Elias.  

Angelina is looking forward to taking care of the SDFRA membership and your 
families. All medical claim reimbursement requests will be processed in a timely 
manner by Angelina. If you have questions regarding how to submit, the status of 
your claim, or benefits, please contact her at akissel@sdfra.org.  

In addition, we released our very first SDFRA promotional video to be used to help 
educate recruits looking to join our organization, and share the stories of the lives 
we’ve been able to assist. If you have a moment you can find the video on Youtube 
under San Diego Fire Relief Association. This wouldn’t have been possible without 
the membership, board, staff, and the very talented commercial documentary video 
and photography artist, Jason Curtis.  

Furthermore, congratulations, San Diego Fire-Rescue 92nd basic fire academy! 
Welcome to the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department and San Diego Fire Relief 
Association! November 13, 2021, was just the start of your careers, but for some of 
you, it’s been five plus years in the making. After eighteen weeks, going from thirty 
to sixteen fire recruits, over 700 hours of strenous mental and physical agility 
testing, and the challenges that came along with the pandemic, we look forward to 
seeing your careers as SD city firefighters grow.  

During the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who’ve made our 
success possible. In 2021, twenty-seven members received assitance and a big part 
of that is because of you! I’d like to thank each of you for continuing to be a 
member, it’s always a pleasure to be able to continue the amazing work for our 
membership because of your generous support in our mission. It’s in this spirit that 
we say thank you and send best wishes for the holidays and New Year.  
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On June 16, 2021, we provided access for the entire membership to submit Medical Claim Reimbursements online. If you’ve been 
trying to email claims, that’s no longer an option as we’re enhancing the protection of your valuable information. If you believe that 
you didn’t receive your activation link via email, please contact our team at (619) 281-0354 (option 2). We’re happy to assist you in 
the activation process, and will help with items that can be reimbursed, your benefit balances, how to submit claims, and where you 
can find more information.  

Activation & Login  
• An email was sent to your email address on file, and will come from “Marisa Nunes” with the subject line, 

“Xinnect with San Diego Fire Relief Association.” 
• Select “activate,” which will send you to the portal page where you’ll create a password. Please make a note of 

it for future use.  
• Once activated, we recommend that you bookmark the link for easy access. 

What can be reimbursed, and for who?  
• Claim benefits are based on a calendar year and up to $1,000 per member account for out-of-pocket expenses.  
• Claims requests have to be in by the 183rd day from the date of service (DOS).  

Scenario 1) Member account with dependents. 
• Members are allowed up to $400 on (doctor visits, co-payments, and prescriptions). Co-payments include 

massage, acupuncture, and chiropractic.  
• Dependents are allowed up to $300 on (doctor visits, co-payments, and prescriptions).  
• Flex Fund is shared among the family household up to $300 on (vision, dental, up to $50 for home/auto, or up 

to $50 for gym).  

Scenario 2) Member-only on the account. 
• Members are allowed up to $700 on (doctor visits, co-payments, and prescriptions). Co-payments include 

massage, acupuncture, and chiropractic.  

Medical Claim Reimbursement Benefit 2021

Medical Claim Reimbursement Requests
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Last Alarms
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Retired Corner

Hello all,  

I’m going to state what many of you are probably feeling: I can’t believe that we’re already heading into the holiday season. It 
seems like just yesterday, I was starting to prepare for the onslaught of summer tourists coming into Pacific Beach. One solution I 
had was to take a long trip to Montana and the Pacific Northwest. This trip made me realize why so many SDFD retirees move to 
these beautiful locations. Of course, I’m fragile, so I made sure I returned to San Diego before the temperature dipped and the 
snow came. 
 
As a retiree, I only hear bits and pieces about the Department's challenges with staffing and managing the COVID-19 impacts, but 
they seem extensive. In addition, many of us have friends and family still on the job. Any way we can reach out and support these 
folks, I’m sure, would be much appreciated. On the Relief side, we’ll continue to offer support through our existing programs and 
special projects and assistance on a case-by-case basis.  
 
One retiree I want to thank specifically is Greg Donnelly; he served for a number of years as an SDFRA trustee. As a trustee, he 
could be counted on to be a compassionate and caring voice and always be there to support firefighters. Unfortunately, he has 
recently stepped down from this role, and I want to acknowledge his service. Greg is greatly missed. 
 
With the inflation rate hovering over 5 percent, it looks like we will be banking some COLA for future use; that's the positive side of 
a nasty situation. Unfortunately, inflation eats away at our fixed income spending power. To keep some of your money coming back 
to you, make sure you utilize all your Relief benefits; if you need any assistance at all, please call the Relief Office at (619) 281-0354. 
 
If you find yourself in need or need someone to talk to, don't hesitate to get in touch with the office or one of your retired directors. 
Our info is below: 
 
Ken Barnes kbarnes@sdfra.org (858) 371-8209 
Arnell Garcia agarcia@sdfra.org (619) 322-9914 

By: Kenneth Barnes

RET. ENGINEER, HARLAN K. YOUNGFLESH 
LAST ALARM AUGUST 21, 2021

RET. CAPTAIN, JOHN H. VAUGHN 
LAST ALARM AUGUST 24, 2021

RET. CAPTAIN, CHARLES R. MCDOWELL 
LAST ALARM JUNE 25, 2021

RET. CAPTAIN, WILLIAM BAGNELL 
LAST ALARM JULY 09, 2021

RET. FIREFIGHTER, HARRY M. WOODS 
LAST ALARM OCTOBER 04, 2021

RET. CAPTAIN, RAY COOPER 
LAST ALARM OCTOBER 12, 2021

RET. CAPTAIN, DOUGLAS BENSON  
LAST ALARM OCTOBER 26, 2021

ACT. CAPTAIN, PAUL PERERIA 
LAST ALARM NOVEMBER 13, 2021

mailto:kbarnes@sdfra.org
mailto:agarcia@sdfra.org
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Hello Everyone, 

After about four years of restoring the 1944 Seagraves, we realized that it would be too much money to pay someone to restore 
it. With COVID, the lack of volunteers, and the rig's condition, we would have spent upwards of $40,000. So as much as it pained 
me to give up, we as a board went in a different direction. 

This past September, I found a 1971 Crown Triple Combination Pumper. It was Fallbrook‘s first engine that they purchased that 
wasn’t a hand-me-down. It was purchased years later and restored by a private party. It's powered by a Cummins 6 cylinder Diesel 
engine with an Allison automatic transmission. The motor was a frame in rebuild, and the mechanic told me that it would serve us 
well. We plan to use it for parades, fundraising, special events, and for the Last Alarm. The paint on it is recent and it’s equipped 
with seating in the hose bed for parades. Also, it has rollers for a casket in the hose bed with a removable cover. It had everything 
that we would’ve done to Apparatus #1114.  

When I was hired in 1981, there were several Crowns on the job. The pumps were stationed at E11 and E28, trucks were at T10 
and T12, the Snorkel was at T11, the tractor-trailer was at T1, and the Apparatus #1277 was a reserve snorkel. So with our history 
of Crown apparatuses, and with the full support of the board, it only seemed fitting to purchase this rig for $16,500.  

Director Sean Brambir and myself officially took posession of the rig on behalf of the SDFRA and FirefighterAid on Sunday, 
September 26th. Once we get together and practice proper technique with the casket and policies with the Honor Guard and 
Emerald Society, we can start using it for funerals. I’d like to thank Captain/Director Dan King, Firefighter Paramedic Tim Olson, 
Captain Brian Fox, and Retired Captain Scott Lowe, who’ve already helped tremendously with the maintenance. Your time and 
knowledge is greatly appreciated. If you’re interested in helping out with the rig, please contact me.  

Thank you and untill next time, 

Arnie Garcia

1971 Crown Triple Combination Pumper
By: Arnie Garcia
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Hello friends,   

With another year of changes in the books, FirefighterAid has been bringing some 
new ideas to the table, keeping in touch with old friends, and also making new ones! 
We’re happy to share that Engineer/Director Sean Brambir and Captain Rich Marcello 
put on the 6th Annual Mustache Bash, and it was a huge success! Every year, Sean 
and Rich dedicate countless hours of their personal time and resources in 
coordinating donations from local businesses to benefit FirefighterAid’s Cancer 
Awareness and Prevention Program. This year, we had so many incredible donations 
that we were able to have both a raffle and a silent auction! 

Maverick’s Beach Club hosted this year’s event, and we had over 700 attendees.  

There was a fundraising goal of $30,000, and we ended the event with $42,377! As 

much fun as the SDFD Mustache Bash is, there’s more to it than crazy mustaches and 

exciting raffle prizes. Rich shared, “We did it to raise funds for cancer, but I think it 

provides a break for mental health for all the folks to gather and be the family we 

signed up on this job for, and to help one another and strengthen the family bond 

we’ve been missing.”  

A big thank you to everyone who attended the event: our donors who made it 

possible, our volunteers who helped put it all together, our two incredible bands Hair 

Force and Last Caress, our MC’s Eddie and Sky from ROCK 105.3, Liberty Zabala with 

FOX 5, and Maverick’s Beach Club for all of their help providing the perfect venue. 

We truly can’t thank you enough for helping make this event possible and for helping 

us change the course of cancer awareness and prevention throughout San Diego 

County. We look forward to seeing you all at next year’s event. Until then, stay stashy!  

By: Amber DeBartolo

FirefighterAid Update

A Decade In Review
FirefighterAid would like to give a very heartfelt thank you to everyone who’s been apart of contributing to the past ten years. We 

truly wouldn’t be able to provide assistance to our San Diego City and County firefighters without your dedication! If you’d like to see 

how your contributions have greatly impacted our programs we’d, love for you to see the details below. It’s because of people like 

you that we’re able to positively impact the lives of individuals that are in need. You allow us to care for these men and women who 

are forgotten by the general public. You provide the fuel to our fire, and the families of FirefighterAid are forever grateful for your 

generosity. Again, thank you for your love and support to our firefighters and their families.  
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SD911MSC
Although we couldn’t have our annual San Diego 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb for 
the second year in a row, we're so grateful to everyone who participated in their 
individual stair climbs. To our friends at the National First Responders Fund for 
allowing us to participate in their virtual Stair Climb, and to all of our donors and 
supporters who helped us make this year memorable, we thank you! 

In addition, our longtime supporters at GovX released their September Patch of 
the Month, with proceeds from the sales going directly to FirefighterAid. In true 
GovX style, it was a huge success! They sold out of the patches within a few days 
of being released and donated $18,286 towards FirefighterAid programs. In 
addition, Vice President Arnie Garcia, one of our volunteers, and myself were 
honored to be invited to attend the USS Midway Museum’s 9/11 Memorial 
Ceremony. At the ceremony we read the names of the lives lost on 9/11. We’ll 
NEVER FORGET this day and how it affected us as a counrty and as a world.  

Lastly, I bet you're wondering if we're planning to put on the SD911MSC in 2022, 
and guess what? We are! Please save the date and join us on September 10, 2022, 
at the Hilton Bayfront for our 10th annual SD911MSC! Be on the lookout for 
registration details in summer 2022. Don’t forget this is a family-filled event. 
Should you have any questions about the event, please reach out to me personally 
at adebartolo@sdfra.org. We can’t wait to see you on the stairs and at the beer 
garden to follow! 

By: Marisa Nunes

Remembering 9/11

The attacks on September 11, 2001, brought tremendous tragedy to New York City and the United States. Over the past trenty 
years, and up until recently, I’ve been able to also learn more about the bravery and patriotism that took place on that horrific 
Tuesday morning and the days and years to follow. As I’ve learned more about the bravery and patriotism surrounding 9/11, I 
would like to share the following pieces that highlight two incredible heroes who worked “the Pile.” Both heroic experiences on 
the pages are only a glipse into what they experienced. 

Coronado’s Fire Battalion Chief Mr. Perry Peake and Retired Firefighter Paramedic Mr. Brian Kidwell share their pivotal stories and 
how their experience changed the course of their lives, their families, and those they worked alongside. Chief Peake is still the 
Senior Leader for the California Task Force 8, which is one of the 28 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Urban 
Search and Rescue (US&R) elite units in the U.S. CATF-8 is sponsored by the San Diego Fire-Rescue Department and includes the 
Greater San Diego County Region.  

I ask that you respect these two individuals and their stories. Most of which, they’ve had to relive, but maybe had never shared until 
now. I respectfully ask that you understand that these are personal experiences that aren’t shared based off of their position on the 
department, and they didn’t benefit from sharing their stories other than hoping to educate, bring awareness, prepare, and inspire 
others. I’d like to thank Chief Peake and Retired Firefighter Paramedic Kidwell for spending the time with me to share your stories. 
To the CATF-8 team, thank you for your heroism, strength, and resilielence. I can’t even begin to understand what you saw, 
experienced, and continue to carry to this day. Please know that we thank you for your heroism working “the Pile” and the lives you 
touched.  

mailto:adebartolo@sdfra.org
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I was incredibly honored when I was approached by San Diego Fire Relief 
Association and FirefighterAid to write about our experiences with the World 
Trade Center deployment. Although, this article is being written from my 
perspective, it doesn’t represent the official position of San Diego Fire-Rescue 
Department, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), or California Task 
Force 8. 

The fire service in the United States changed forever on September 11, 2001. 
During this time, I was working as an SDFD Battalion Chief assigned to Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) at fire headquarters on 1010 2nd Ave. Along with other 
personnel at Fire HQ, I watched the events unfold on a small television in the third 
floor break room. The next several hours, days, and weeks became a blur of anger, 
fear, and frustration. Firefighters, in particular, are driven to serve by rapidly 
responding to emergencies, rendering the aid needed, or problem solving. The 
brave members of FDNY exemplified this by their actions on 9/11. By contrast, an 
Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) deployment is anything but what we would 
classify as a rapid response to an emergency. That isn’t to say that the system is 
broken or that the US&R system doesn’t work. However, the US&R system works 
differently than our day-to-day response to emergencies. 

The entire US&R system went into a state of readiness on 9/11; the system was 
designed to deploy the closest resources first. FDNY had a well-known FEMA 
US&R team, however, as with most large-scale incidents in your own jurisdiction, 
they were already hard at work before other units deployed. Several US&R teams 
rapidly deployed to assist the FDNY firefighters at the WTC site and the Pentagon. 
FEMA US&R teams work for the Agency Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). We (US&R) 
aren’t in charge; we worked under the Incident Command System for the 
requesting agency. 

On September 13, 2001 at 06:17 hours, San Diego US&R CATF-8 was issued an 
alert order for the WTC incident, followed by activation on September 18,th 2001 
at 06:45. For the members of CATF-8 and myself these seven days would be the 
longest days of our entire lives. The wait was excruciating. We filled those days 
with packing, planning, and pre-deployment briefings.   

On September 19th we departed via USAF C-141’s for New York. We were sixty-
four task force members and one representative from California Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services (CAL OES). We arrived that night at McGuire Air Force Base 
(AFB) and housed at Fort Dix. The following morning, we moved the FEMA US&R 
Base of Operations at the Jacob K. Javitz Convention Center with several other 
FEMA US&R teams and other federal resources.  

Over the next several days, we worked several assignments, including SAR 
operations for the East Branch, Vesey Command, Church Command, and South 
Branch. The team performed a 24-hour model with day and night shifts. At the 
turnover, the shift off-going would brief, and the on-coming shift would pick right 
up where the off-going shift left off. 

CATF-8 Deployment
By: Chief Perry Peake
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This deployment was the most dangerous work environment I’ve ever faced. Many 
of us came home sick, unable to breathe, and some of us are still facing medical 
issues today. The members of CATF-8 exemplified duty, honor, and sacrifice. As a 
team, we left our egos behind. It was our job to help, whatever that meant at any 
time. On one of the days for a few hours, FDNY only wanted their members 
participating in the removal of one of their fallen rescuers. I was proud as our 
members spontaneously supported their efforts by filling wheelbarrows with cold 
drinks and ice to provide to the FDNY. CATF-8 swept the work areas and did 
whatever needed to get done until they put us back to work. 

I was asked to write this article from a leadership perspective. It was a privilege to 
lead the members of CATF-8 on this event as a Task Force Leader (TFL) along with 
TFL Ken Matsumoto. This may have been the most noteworthy event in my career, 
but the mission came with great clarity and overwhelming support from a 
leadership perspective. It was a leadership opportunity that I’ll never forget as the 
members of the team never complained, said no, or stopped working even when 
inured and extremely exhausted. To this day, I have a great love and respect for 
those I was privileged to deploy and work beside. The most crucial trait that a 
leader can display is to care about those you’re leading.  

On the morning of the 26th, we were informed to begin the demobilization 
process. I broke down and cried in relief. The fear of not bringing everyone home 
had been bottled up inside me since the 11th, and it finally could come out. This 
event affected my family in an awful way. I was a single parent and my daughter 
who was three at the time, broke down in tears whenever she saw me in uniform. 
This happened for more than a year after I came home; she was afraid I would go 
away again. Our careers affect not only us but  also our loved ones.    

I’ve not written about this before today. However, those of us that don’t return, get 
too sick to do what we normally do, or leave sooner than planned may need 
something like FirefighterAid. That’s why I agreed to write this article to all of you 
from my heart. By no means am I a writer, but this event, the people I deployed 
with, and our mission, will be with me forever. My hope, for those reading this is 
that you gain even more understanding and respect for those who worked “the 
Pile.” I’m proud to be one of the original members (Plank holders) of California 
Task Force 8 and I’m still a Task Force Leader for the team. Although, I began my 
Fire Service career more than forty-five years ago, I’ve been privileged to work with 
many exemplary individuals, none greater than the men and women of CATF-8.  
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The Pile
By: Retired Firefighter Paramedic Brian Kidwell

NEVER FORGET ... is like “A day that will live in infamy,”or "One small step for 
man, one giant step for mankind.” These are statements in history that are very 
relevant to that generation ... yet become dim as time passes.  

We as a family of firefighters have a lot to pass on from what we learned in New 
York, Shanksville, and Washington, DC. These past twenty years have provided us 
with vital information that will impact us as firefighters. The leadership, strength, 
courage, dedication to duty, professionalism, and sacrifice must be passed in full 
to each new generation of firefighters. Our calling to "The Job” must be passed 
on, so others may live' and the meaning of brotherhood and sisterhood aren’t just 
words for one generation of firefighters—they’re the foundation of who we are. 

Looking back on that September morning, I was getting ready to go to work at 
26's. My mother-in-law called and told us to turn on the news. As I watched, 
stunned, my wife went to the closet and returned with my USAR uniform and said, 
"You might be needing this." Six days later, California Task Force 8 began our part 
of history working “the Pile” that was the World Trade Center (WTC).  

From the moment I began my career with the 24th Basic Fire Academy at Miramar 
College until the day I retired thirty-five years later, I was continually learning “The 
Job.” From Borrego Springs Fire, Montgomery to Chula Vista, to my home with 
San Diego Fire and my place on CA-TF 8, each step, department, brother, sister, 
and each crew prepared me for the days to come to New York. I owe so much to 
all of those who taught me how to be a Firefighter. Each crew taught me to lead 
from the front, and by their example at the WTC, their knowledge and investment 
was passed on to me. They taught me “The Job” from hydrant to nozzle and it’s a 
debt I can never repay. 

Once we arrived in New York, we began working twelve hour shifts, day crew from 
0700-1900, and nights following. The day crew began work on the morning of the 
17th as soon as they could gather equipment and go down to “the Pile,” at about 
0900. During our night shifts, we stayed at the Javits Center and set up the cache 
(equipment). We relieved the day shift at 1900. Lining up across from our counter 
parts for report, we couldn’t see “the Pile” due to a five-story high pile of debris 
that was in our line of sight. The Day crew was quiet, almost to the point of 
silence, because they couldn’t adequately tell us what they saw or experienced 
and what we would ultimately come to face.  

Although, we worked twelve hours and were off twelve the average time, we only 
slept about four hours. There were calls from “the Pile” for replacement 
equipment and additional resources which had to be taken to them. The 
impossible task of repair and replace wasn’t impossible for our logistics team. I 
think I saw one of them sleep once. Our task force leaders Peake and Matsumoto 
slept even less. Injuries didn’t matter, one of our Coms Tech was in “the Pile” 
repairing a radio when he slipped, slicing his arm open, and was brought back to
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the Javits Center where he was sutured, and was told to stand down for the day 
by Dr. Bruder. He got up, said “NO—bandage me well," and returned to “the 
Pile.” No one ever stood down, no matter the lack of sleep or injuries. Our motto 
was "Be patient and flexible." More than that you could add, “Never let each 
other or the FDNY down, do what you’re asked, and then ask for more.” It was 
my honor and privilege to serve with the very best that San Diego County had to 
offer. They were courageous and dedicated every day. 

Each day was filled with new challenges. On the 21st, we were scheduled to go 
five stories below ground to bring home a Port Authority Police Officer. To bring 
him home, we had to amputate his leg. On the way out of the hole the debris 
collapsed under me and I was instantly up to my armpits, while my legs dangled 
below me. This is called a “bridging event.” In confined space training you’re 
trained not to get too close to that person or stand back as the hole may get 
larger and rescuers can become victims. Without hesitation or thought of their 
own safety, Capt. Edrozo, Eng, Cardenas, and FF Tegardine stepped up, 
grabbed me, and saved my life. We looked down to a vertical drop of 65 feet to 
rubble that was involved in active fire. I would’ve been killed on impact, died of 
my injuries, or burned to death. This is the Fire Service, and the mission we all 
accepted.  

The 343 that climbed into the towers knew that, in their vernacular, this would be 
a "tough job." They were confident that they would be able to do the job. They 
climbed those flights of stairs fully aware of the sacrifice they were taking. They 
gave their lives for those they had never met.  

There’s so much to recall to you and not enough time and paper. This is a 
glimpse of what you may encounter in your lives as firefighters and yet this isn’t 
the story of every shift, with all that you see, hear, and experience. Stand ready 
each day, talk to each other, share the laughter, excitement, and at times, the 
pain. Know when you need help and ask for that help. We’re all here for one 
another, and you’re not alone.  

I can’t express to those reading this article how important it is to make each day 
with your brothers and sisters a gift, an opportunity to prepare, and a time to 
train for the future. Learn to lead from watching the examples of not just the 
officers but from all of those you work with. Lead in education, training and on 
every call, be the first to meet each challenge, and don't be complacent. With 
that said, take the time to talk to a member of CA-TF 8 who worked “the Pile.”
“NEVER FORGET” isn’t just a phrase from history, it’s the life blood of who we 
are as Firefighters. Never Forget; your brothers and sisters, your training, that 
nothing you’ve been taught is unimportant, that each day is a gift, live it well. 
Faith, Family, Fire.  Live your life well with no regrets. "For those who are the 
protectors, they know a flavor that the protected never know."NEVER FORGET!”
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The events of 2021 had a profound effect on us all. This holiday season our hope is that it’s filled with special moments with  
family, friends, and your crews. Take this time to show appreciation of a job well done and with those you work closely with. 
Check in on one another and have a safe holiday season.  

Gratefully,  

Your SDFRA Board of Directors

Closing Out 2021
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San Diego Fire Relief Association  
10509 San Diego Mission Road  
Suite F 
San Diego, CA  92108 

An extra special thank you to our sponsors!


